


Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Minutes
March 17, 2026 @ 6:00 p.m.
Attendance:
Council members: Fr. Suresh, Lisa Ley, Evert Garcia, Jose Zeron, William Forrestall, Sheila McCarthy, Adaobi Oneyor, Irene Shannon
Non-council Members: George McMullin
Regrets:  Fr. Peter, Mark Tejares, Natasha Douthwright 

1. Opening Prayer and Land Acknowledgment Statement – Led by Evert

2. Minutes of February 12th, 2026 Agenda – Approved
a) Motion to approve by Lisa; seconded by William

3. Agenda of March 17th, 2026 – Approved

4. Business Arising:
a) Outreach:
i. Meeting was cancelled due to John is sick, the meeting will be rescheduled. Sheila, Fr. Suresh, Fr. Peter, and Lisa will decide on when the rescheduled meeting will be.
ii. John sent a package “Survival in the Street” 2018 version. This might need updating as this is during pre-covid period.
b) Catholic School Initiative:
i. William met with Fr. Peter Melanson had a good discussion with him. He will meet with him again to have a formal presentation for the council of priests.
ii. He talked to a catholic school from Saint John to get more inputs.
iii. Rodney Savidge reached out to William and willing to help him.
iv. William will set a meeting to invite parishioners who are interested to have Catholic School.
c) Meeting with different Association within the Parish (KoC, CWL, CFC, The Feast)
i. Evert presented the discussion that made during the meeting:
· Parking Issues
· Pricing Issues to rent the facilities
· Group presented some ideas on how to make our Parish better
ii. Evert will relay this information to Brent as well.
d) Renumeration for Parish Musicians:
i. Evert discussed with the council that we approved what the Finance Council approved which is the $6,000 renumeration for the Parish Musicians.
ii. Evert already replied to Margaret with regards to this and Liturgy Ministry is already aware. The distribution of the renumeration will be decided between Margaret and Fr. Suresh.
e) Upcoming Lent Activities:
i. Triduum: Pastoral Council to host the reception of the Easter Vigil for the RCIA Candidates (8).
· Target is 100 people.
· Probably $500-$600. Ask Nadine for a specific budget for the reception.
· Lisa and Adaobi will lead for the reception.
ii. St. Columba: Sheila and Irene will plan something for Easter Celebration after the 9am Mass.
iii. Sts. John & Paul: will do the same planning after the 11am Mass on Easter.
iv. St. Dunstan's: African Community will plan something for Easter Celebration after the 11:30am Mass.
f) 2025 Report for Annual General Meeting:
i. Evert provided progress of the Pastoral Council Report, it’s already at 80% completion.
ii. George provided progress of the Finance Council Report as they are currently working on the financial statement of the Parish.
iii. Target Date of the Annual General Meeting will be on April 12th. This will be the same day with Divine Mercy Sunday.
· Suggested Time of AGM: 1:30pm
· Start of Divine Mercy Sunday: 3:00pm
g) Mass Attendance:
i. Evert presented the numbers of how many parishioners attends mass during weekends.
ii. On average, there are 900 people attends our weekend masses since the start of Lent.
iii. Council suggested to put the number in the bulletin for Parishioners’ awareness. Evert will discuss it with Debbie.

5. New Pastoral items:
a) Security
i. An incident happened at the rectory where glass window broken by throwing huge rocks.
ii. Lisa suggested to install security cameras around the church and rectory.
iii. Since Bell is our provider, we can inquire them about the security.
iv. Lisa will send a note to Richard Brennan to escalate this issue and act fast in terms of the security.
v. Evert also mentioned about the fake email of Fr. Peter. The only email address of Fr. Peter is the Hotmail account.
b) Pastoral Council Election 2026
i. Right now, Evert, Lisa, and Mark will be on there 3rd year.
Need to replace them and additional another. This should be the breakdown:
· 2 in St. Columba
· 3 in Sts. John & Paul
· 6 in St. Dunstan's
· A total of 11 plus the pastors.
ii. Need to establish the election committee for the upcoming election. The rest of the council members who are not yet on their 3rd year will be organizing the committee.
iii. Evert will share the election guideline to everyone.
c) Fredericton Orthodox Church community - Request for Permission to Organize Saturday Sports Activities at Sts. John & Paul Roman Catholic Church Ground
i. A letter was sent to Fr. Suresh from the Fredericton Orthodox Church Community requesting to use the Sts. John & Paul Church grounds to organize Saturday Sports Activities. They were already have done it last year.
ii. Lisa discussed and shared the stories on what happened last year. For her, she doesn’t have an issue, but based on the stories she heard, it seems like there are issues with regards to basement, washrooms, cleaning, and other parishioners going in and out the church grounds as well. 
iii. A vote was made by the council to reject their request for this year. Fr. Suresh will will reply to them on the decision of the council.

6. Finance Council Communication:
a) Issues with counting of the money every week: not balancing. Currently reviewing accounting practice. They will gonna have a meeting next week.
b) Reviewing insurance cost.
c) Continuing to work on the budget. Brent and George will meet to discuss this.
d) Roof Repair: Once snow melts, they will check again for the tenders. This will be on April.
e) Policies discussion to rent the MBFC.
f) Pastoral Council puts a suggestion if we can count the collection every after the mass with a witness. George will bring it up to Finance Council this suggestion.

7. Faith Formation Communication
a) Nadine sent the report (See attached file). No questions from the council.

8. Written Committee Reports:
a) Liturgy Committee
b) St. Dunstan’s 200th Anniversary

9. Comments from Fr. Suresh and Fr. Peter - None

10. Closing Prayer

Date/Time next meeting: April 16th, 2026 (Thursday), 6:00pm at Monsignor Boyd Family Centre.

Family Faith Formation Update for Pastoral Council

Date: March 12, 2026
Submitted by: Faith Formation Program
1. Program Enrollment Update
As of March 8th, we now have 132 children registered in the St. Dunstan Faith Formation Program. We continue to receive new registrations, which is a tremendous blessing and a sign of growing engagement among our parish families.
2. First Communion Preparation
• 	There are 32 children currently preparing for First Communion.
• 	Father Suresh is meeting individually with each child and their parents as part of the preparation process.
• 	Some children were unable to attend the First Reconciliation on February 7. These children are now completing their First Reconciliation with Father at the end of their meeting.
• 	There are 9 children who still need to complete this sacrament.
3. Sacrament of Confirmation Preparation (Grades 8 & 9)
Coldest Night of the Year Event
• 	Grade 8 and 9 children participated in the Coldest Night of the Year fundraising event on February 28th.
• 	Parish fundraising goal: $800
• 	Collections: Masses on February 14th & 15th and at the Pancake Supper on February 17th raised $930.
• 	Children’s individual fundraising: $637
• 	Total amount raised: $1,567.45
Preparation Activities
• 	Grade 9 students prepared a letter to the Bishop, which is being sent on the week of March 9.
• 	They have completed several recap sessions and will soon have a prepared test to ensure readiness for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
Retreat & Celebration
• 	A retreat will be held on April 11th with Sister Karen at the Monsignor Boyd Family Centre.
• 	Participants will include St. Dunstan Church, St. Theresa Church, Holy Family Church, and a few students from the Woodstock Parish.
• 	The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated at St. Dunstan Church on May 3rd.
• 	To date, 18 children are registered for Confirmation.
4. Grades 10–11–12
Classes for Grades 10–11-12 continue to run actively. Students visited Pine Grove Nursing Home on February 7th offering outreach and service to residents.
5. Adult Faith Formation
The Adult Faith Formation group remains very active, with consistent participation from parents. They have recently completed the book study “Discovery.” They will now spend time reviewing the material and holding discussion and Q&A sessions based on questions submitted by participating parents. Sessions will also include reflection on the upcoming Sunday Gospel, encouraging families to bring the message into their homes and share spiritual conversations together.
The Faith Formation program continues to grow in strength, participation, and spiritual richness across all age groups. The dedication of our families, catechists, and parish leadership is deeply appreciated.
Respectfully submitted,


Nadine LeBlanc, Coordinator
Faith Formation


Liturgy Ministry Report to Pastoral Council:

Liturgy committee minutes February 24, 2026, at 7:30 pm
Meeting held by Zoom

Present:  Fr Suresh, Fr Peter, Lorraine Bird, Shelley Knorr, Helen Chenier, Bonnie Boudreau, Karen Morris, Lizeth Serrano, José Zeron, Margaret Savidge
Regrets: Lisa Ley, John Denning, Lynn Butler

1. Opening Prayer
2. Updates from meeting of Feb 11, 2026
a) For one weekend, we tried having only two Communion ministers (the Priest plus one lay minister) at weekend Masses at St Dunstan’s. However, it was found that the Communion distribution took too long.  Therefore we will go back to having four Communion ministers (the Priest plus three lay ministers.)  
It was found useful to have two ushers, one at either side, to assist if a consecrated host is accidentally dropped, and also to ensure that all communicants are consuming the Body of Christ right after receiving it. In order to create a schedule, we will ask for volunteers, giving first choice to existing Communion ministers and sacristans. Lizeth is also willing to do this at 9 am Mass. These ushers will remain in the assembly until the time of Communion distribution.
b) Ash Wednesday
St Columba’s (noon)  21 people attended
Sts John and Paul (6:30 pm)  The church was ⅔ full
St Dunstan’s (6:30 pm)  The church was packed to capacity (600-700) Note that next year we will need more lay Ash Distributors and lay Communion ministers (This year there were three.)
3. Holy Thursday
· As in the last two years, there will be only one celebration of the Mass of the Lord’s supper for the whole parish.  This celebration will be held at St Dunstan’s Church at 6:30 pm. 
· The 11:30 am choir will provide the music.
· There will not be foot washing this year.  (Possibly on another occasion.)
· Three readers are needed, one for each of the readings, and one for the Prayers of the Faithful.
· Only two Communion ministers are needed, as two Priests will be present.
· There will be a collection for training of seminarians. Put a note in the bulletin ahead of time. Need to find collectors.
· Adoration may take place at either one or three locations, according to the final determination remaining to be resolved by Bishop Riesbeck’s determination concerning Good Friday (see below.)
If there are Good Friday services at St Columba’s and Sts John and Paul Church, representatives from those communities will transport consecrated hosts to their respective churches, where there will be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament in the tabernacle until 10:00 pm. If there are no Good Friday services at St Columba’s or Sts John and Paul there will not be adoration at either church.
Adoration will take place at St Dunstan’s following the Mass of the Lord’s Supper.  There will be a procession of the Blessed Sacrament around the inside of the Church. While this is happening, a table with a tabernacle will be prepared in front of the altar, between the altar and the centre aisle.  At the conclusion of the procession, the Blessed Sacrament will be placed in this tabernacle.  There will be guided adoration, which will conclude at 10:00 pm.  Then the Blessed Sacrament will be moved to a place of repose in the sacristy.
4. Good Friday
Fr Suresh explained that according to the Roman Missal, the Triduum is one celebration over three days, and that in a parish with more than one church, it should all take place in the one Church that can accommodate the largest number of people.  While there is no disagreement that there should be only one Holy Thursday Mass and one Easter Vigil, two opposing viewpoints were expressed with respect to Good Friday.  (It should be noted that last year there were four Good Friday services in the parish - St Columba’s at noon, Sts John and Paul at 3:00 pm, and St Dunstan’s at noon and 3:00 pm. It has already been decided that St Dunstan’s will have only one Good Friday service at 3:00 pm.)
These two viewpoints are:
· Hold a Good Friday service only at St Dunstan’s at 3:00 pm. At all three churches, there is the possibility of having Stations of the Cross and/or Lectio Divina on Good Friday.
· Hold Good Friday services at St Columba’s at noon and Sts John and Paul at 3:00 pm, in addition to St Dunstan’s at 3:00 pm. The rationale is that people who attend St Columba and Sts John and Paul want to attend Good Friday in their own communities. Many folk, particularly at St Columba’s, are elderly and do not want to drive 40 minutes to Fredericton. People at St Columba’s and Sts John and Paul want to be able to receive Communion on Good Friday, which would not be possible if there were only Stations of the Cross or Lectio Divina that day.
It was decided to consult Bishop Riesbeck to resolve this impasse.

Requirements for Good Friday service at St Dunstan’s:
· Ushers and collectors (the collection is for the Holy Land)
· Five readers, including three lay readers for the Passion
· Karen will hold a rehearsal for the readers of the Passion
· Adoration of the Cross - one cross, two lines, bow or genuflect before the cross, no touching
· Communion ministers: If only one Good Friday service, then 4 lay ministers plus the two Priests.  If three Good Friday services, then 4 lay ministers plus one Priest.
5. Other business
There will be an appreciation dinner/lunch on April 12 for all who have served in any capacity during Lent. Also to include the OCIA candidates.  Pastoral and Finance Councils will organise this.  Bonnie will send out the invitations.
 
6. Closing prayer.  The meeting ended at 8:45 pm



March 2026 – St. Dunstan’s 200th Anniversary Report to Pastoral Council:
Kick-off Meeting was held last March 5th:
· Attendees: Ned, Mary, Mark, Evert, Adaobi
· Ideas that were given have been classified in three categories. See below.
	HISTORY
	COMMUNITY
	FUNDRAISING

	Documentary Video
	*Big Anniversary Event:
- Ask Fr. Suresh and Fr. Peter when can we have this big event. We are leaning to October 2027.
- Invite former priests of St. Dunstan’s.
- Mass and Banquet
	Raffle 50/50

	Living Museum:
· Can be a Summer Tourism to tour the church
	St. Dunstan’s Catholic School Reunion
	KoC Community Breakfast Sponsor

	Remembrance Dedication to our Veteran Parishioners (deceased, former, current)
	Nuncio Visit:
· Cardinal?
· Pope Message?
· Coordinate with office of the Bishop
	Monthly Supper

	Art Gallery Showcase
· Check with Beaverbrook if they have some
	Establish a Perpetual Adoration Chapel:
· A big ambitious idea
	Cultural Market

	Cause of Canonization for any past priest/bishop of early St. Dunstan’s.
	Coffee News (Advertisements):
· Need to regularly connect to news and media for awareness.
	BINGO

	
	Procession To Celebrate:
· Have a eucharistic procession to celebrate the 200th Anniversary.
	Re-publish and Sell “Breakfast”
· Or probably digitizes the book

	
	Celebration of All Cultures at Parish:
· This can be a fundraising event
	



· Next Meeting: April 16th (Thursday), 5:30pm at MBFC. Evert to send reminder via email.
· Meeting will be to discuss the plans kick-off the anniversary event during the Feast of St. Dunstan’s on May.
· Identify what possible ideas/activities that can be done during the Feast of St. Dunstan’s and upcoming months.




