Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Minutes
October 23, 2025 @ 7:00 p.m.
Attendance:
Council members: Fr. Peter, Lisa Ley, Evert Garcia, William Forrestall, Natasha Douthwright, Sheila McCarthy, Jose Zeron
Non-council members: Nadine LeBlanc (Faith Formation), Brent Jamael (Finance, Chairman), Richard Brennan (Building & Maintenance Committee), Michael Minifie (Facility Manager)
Regrets: Mark Tejares, Maricar Martin

1. Opening Prayer and Land Acknowledgment Statement – Led by Evert

2. October 23rd, 2025 Agenda - Approved

3. Minutes of September 11th, 2025 – Approved

4. Roof Repairs in Monsignor Boyd Family Centre c/o Building and Maintenance Committee and Finance Council Chair:
a) Brent (Finance Council Chair) and Richard (Building & Maintenance Committee) presented the current state of the whole property roof of St. Dunstan’s Church and Monsignor Boyd Family Centre, and also presented the full report from Roof1 Consultant their assessment and possible recommendation for solution. A possible figure of $700,000 in repair work has been mentioned.
b) Brent and Richard also went in the roof of MBFC last Oct. 19th (Sunday) to put some sealants as a temporary fix. Since then, no leaks have been encountered.
c) Motion was raised and approved by the council to start the “Phase 1 – Option 1” recommendation by Roof1 Consultants that amounts to $20,355.
d) A letter will be drafted and signed by both Finance and Pastoral councils chair to be sent to Diocese.

5. Business Arising:
a) Committee/Ministry Liaisons:
i. Liturgy – Jose
ii. Music – 
iii. Communion to Shut-ins & Sick
iv. Funeral
v. Prayer Line
vi. Outreach – Lisa
vii. Hospitality – Ministry will have a separate meeting with Fr. Suresh especially for recruitment
viii. Truth & Reconciliation – Evert to ask Beth for Updates
ix. Communication – Evert
x. St. Dunstan’s Men’s Group
xi. Development & Peace – Evert to ask Virginia Jackson for updates and with regards to recruitment
xii. CWL – Adaobi
xiii. Knights of Columbus – Evert
xiv. Couples for Christ – Mark
xv. The Feast Light - Mark
b) St. Dunstan’s 200th Year Anniversary
i. Evert and Fr. Peter agreed to be part of the special committee.
ii. Evert will talk to Mark Depow and Knights of Columbus to ask for help.
iii. Nadine will provide a letter that was given to her back then about the Anniversary.
c) Parish Registration
i. Evert will contact Brent to plan and start the registration.
d) Outreach
i. Lisa provided more information with regards to different Outreach activities happening in our community:
1. Wilmot United Church – various outreach programs
2. Salvation Army – various outreach programs
ii. Lisa will meet with John Dennings to discuss the current state of our outreach along with other representatives from 3 churches. Date: TBD.
e) Sts. John & Paul Liturgy Workshop
i. All Liturgy volunteers from Sts. John & Paul attended the Liturgy workshop and had a great time. Fr. Peter led the workshop.
ii. The workshop was suggested to be on the parish level for everyone to benefit. Evert will send an email to Margaret to plan and schedule the workshop for the whole parish.
f) Parish Members Complaining about Kids during Mass
i. There is much that we can do, but everyone is still welcome.
ii. Council agreed to have additional instructions thru the weekly bulletin and before every mass to silence their phones, etc. Nadine will send the instructions as she already has one.
g) Homeless entering Church
i. Providing Gift cards: this should be consistent in case someone enters the church to provide something.
ii. Greeters should know that there are gift cards available and should know who is coming if it’s a homeless or not.
iii. We will ask for more volunteers at the entrance of the doors. Ask KoC volunteers to keep an eye for homeless for every mass.
iv. Evert mentioned that KoC will organize “First Aid Training” program so that they are available during masses. Evert to ask KoC if they can organize the same program for our parish.
h) PPC Email addresses and Calendar of Activities:
i. The council decided to just use their personal email addresses but remind everyone to have safety precautions that they are the only ones using their email address.
ii. Communication Ministry will create a Google Business Profile that will reflect when searching our parish in the internet and will utilize this profile to create a Google Calendar where we can enter all the activities happening in the Parish.
i) Catholic School Initiative:
i. William discussed about the research he conducted.
ii. He will explore how much interest to have catholic schools in our region.
iii. Fr. Suresh mentioned that he needs to talk to the Bishop about this topic since the Diocese specifically mentioned that the parish should not be involved.
iv. Fr. Suresh recommended to talk to the Priests Council about this and present the need of the Catholic School. Fr. Peter Melanson is the chair of the Priests Council. But he needs to discuss this not representing the Pastoral Council. 

6. New Pastoral items:
a) Christmas Families
i. Lisa would like to know what should we do in Christmas Outreach
1. Sts. John & Paul: Salvation Army
2. St. Columba: Local Community in Fredericton Junction
3. St. Dunstan’s: Nothing mentioned.
ii. Lisa would also like to ask how many gift cards handed out last year and how many families were given. Nadine will provide the information via email to Lisa. 

7. Written Committee Reports:
See attached files for the committee reports available.
a) Faith Formation
b) Liturgy 

8. Other Matters:
a) St. Columba: Fall Supper this coming October 26th, 4:00pm to 6:00pm at the Curling Club.

9. Closing Prayer – Fr. Suresh

Date/Time next meeting: November 13th, 2025 (Thursday), 5:30pm at Monsignor Boyd Family Centre.


Liturgy Ministry Report – October 23rd
· Liturgy had their meeting last October 15th in Sts. John & Paul Church.
· Observations/updates on liturgy
· St. Columba’s: No report.
· Sts. John and Paul: Steady attendance (~70 weekly); active altar servers and music ministry; ongoing Adoration Thursdays 1–5 PM; held a tree planting - an oak from Vimy Ridge; recent successful liturgy workshop.
· St. Dunstan’s:
· Readers: Clarified psalm and land acknowledgment roles; reviewed Prayers of the Faithful for accuracy and length.
· Communion Ministers: Sufficient for 9 AM, shortage at 4 PM and 11:30 AM. Bulletin recruitment to follow.
· Scheduling: Christmas and Jan. 1st schedules to be prepared by Bonnie.
· Sacristans: Enough for 4 PM and 9 AM; only one at 11:30 AM.
· Altar Servers: Three newly trained; need new robes (black with white preferred).
· Music: Choir resumed at 11:30 AM; consistent rotation of groups across all Masses, including Filipino music groups at 4 PM.
· Environment: Poinsettias to be ordered for Christmas.
· Ushers/Greeters: Only scheduled for 9 AM; other Masses organize independently.
· Wedding Anniversary Masses (Nov 23, 2025)
· To be held in all three churches.
· Couples celebrating anniversaries ending in 5 or 0 will receive special recognition, including reserved seating, blessing/renewal of vows, and carnations.
· Memorial Masses
· Scheduled for Nov 12–16, 2025 at each church.
· Office to send invitations to families of the deceased (past 12 months).
· Parishioners may submit additional names and write in the Book of Remembrance.
· Quiet instrumental music (no choir); no coffin display.
· Christmas Masses
· St. Columba’s: Dec 24, 6:00 PM
· Sts. John & Paul: Dec 24, 4:00 PM
· St. Dunstan’s: Dec 24 (4 PM, 7 PM, 10 PM) and Dec 25 (10 AM)
· Music assignments confirmed; 7 PM Mass to include Tagalog and Spanish readings.
· Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God (Jan 1, 2026)
· Sts. John & Paul: 11 AM (combined with St. Columba’s)
· St. Dunstan’s: 11:30 AM (music by the Dinans).
· Bulletin note to emphasize it as a Holy Day of Obligation.
· Other Business
· Discussion on possible consolidation of 9 AM and 11:30 AM Masses at St. Dunstan’s due to attendance.
· Children’s books to be added to family room.
· Liturgy Committee requests early consultation from the Pastoral Council for special liturgies.
· Next Meeting: Jan 21, 2026 (Storm Date: Jan 29)


Family Faith Formation – Update
October Pastoral Council Meeting


We are pleased to inform you about the vitality of our Faith Formation program! Here are the highlights of our activities:

79 children are enrolled: from kindergarten to 10th grade, guided by 28 dedicated catechists.

More than 40 parents participated simultaneously in adult formation, thus creating a true "family of faith."

The first class started on October 19th with contagious enthusiasm; both children and adults have already experienced the joy of growing together in faith. For the children not enrolled yet - they are still welcome! We welcome any family wishing to join our catechesis sessions. As well Adult Formation is open to all, every Sunday at 10:10 a.m. 

Grade 2 is doing their preparation for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and First Communion. We have 22 children enrolled in this Sacraments preparation. The First Reconciliation will take place on February 7, 2026. The First communion will take place on June 7, 2026.

Grade 8 started the preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation Year-1 program. We have 13 children enrolled in this program. They have the option to follow Sunday morning regular classes. They must follow a session called Alpha every week via zoom through a regional program with churches from the Fredericton area. This will be from October 21 to December 9 with a retreat on November 22nd. After Christmas they will start to study a book called Decision Point (chapter 1 to 5). They also have the option to join in a Sunday morning class where they have activities around games and prayers in faith.

Grade 9 will start Year-2 of the Sacrament of Confirmation program on October 26th in the evening. We have 8 children in this program. They will meet once a month to continue the study of the book called Decision Point (Chapter 6 to 12). They also have a program called YouCat they will follow once a month during the Sunday morning classes once a month starting on November 2nd. The Confirmation will take place in May. A date must be confirmed with the Bishop. We are looking at possibly May 24, 2026.

We are trying to put together a class for Grade 10-11-12. So far, we only have two registered. We will try to promote it more during mass.

Respectfully submitted

Nadine LeBlanc, Coordinator-Faith Formation


