


Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Minutes
January 8, 2026 @ 5:30 p.m.
Attendance:
Council members: Fr. Suresh, Fr. Peter, Lisa Ley, Evert Garcia, Sheila McCarthy, Jose Zeron, Adaobi Oneyor, Mark Tejares, Natasha Douthwright
Guest: Jimy Beltran
Regrets: William Forrestall, Irene Shannon 

1. Opening Prayer and Land Acknowledgment Statement – Led by Evert

2. Minutes of November 13th, 2025 Agenda – Approved
a) Motion to approve by Lisa; seconded by Natasha

3. Agenda of January 8th, 2025 – Approved

4. Communication Ministry – Email Newsletter Initiative – Jimy
a) Jimy discussed and presented the Email Newsletter initiative where the idea comes from the Grades 9-12 students from the catechism that they would like to have “Better Communication” in the Parish.
b) The purpose of the email newsletter is to be another layer of communication when distributing the weekly bulletin. The bulletin will still be printed out.
c) Whoever wants to be subscribed, they will receive every week the bulletin in their email.
d) Beehive Application (A free software) will be used to send the newsletter for numerous subscribers.
e) A pilot test will be conducted to verify what it looks like in web and mobile before the full implementation.
f) Motion has been raised to approve the email newsletter initiative by Jose; seconded by Adaobi.
g) Other topics that were discussed but related to IT and Communications:
i. Contact Unidata and discuss what is currently doing right now for the Parish.
ii. Jose suggested if we can have like our very own parish email, like a company email for everyone’s who is involved in Parish operations.
iii. Stop putting announcements coming from other community. If a different catholic parish would like to put announcements, if there are some space, we can include it. Evert to relay this to Debbie.
iv. Communication Ministry should get Reliability Police Check as instructed by Fr. Suresh.

5. Business Arising:
a) St. Dunstan’s 200th Anniversary:
i. Evert already requested to put an announcement of the special committee and asking for volunteers to plan for the upcoming anniversary.
b) Outreach:
i. No Updates yet. John Dennings would like to have a meeting within this month.
ii. The meeting last December was cancelled because there’s no church confirmed to attend.
iii. For St. Columba, Sheila will be the representative. 
iv. Lisa already identified some organizations that we can work on. She will present it to John Dennings during the Outreach Meeting.
c) Kids and Homeless at St. Dunstan’s
i. St. Dunstan’s: Went back to original land of acknowledgement since the group that should listen to the reminder is late, so it's not worth it to announce it.
ii. Evert to put something in the bulletin about being late and put it in the social media. Recognize for those parishioners who are early.
iii. For the Homeless, if they are not disturbing anyone and the mass, and they are just quiet, let them be.
iv. Ask Knights of Columbus to have a separate meeting to have a clear guideline of being ushers and safety personnel.
v. Ask John Howard Society or FPF on how we can handle homeless that are high. Evert will reach out to them.

d) Parishioners’ participation during Council Meetings:
i. Evert will start posting the Council Meetings in the bulletin for all parishioners’ awareness. 
e) Meeting with different Association within the Parish (KoC, CWL, CFC, The Feast)
i. Evert and Fr. Suresh will send a letter to the associations’ leaders and plan when will be the meeting.
f) Church Vandalism at St. Dunstan’s
i. No updates yet. Evert/Fr. Suresh to ask Richard Brennan for any updates about the fix in the door.
g) Parking Space in St. Dunstan’s
i. No updates
h) Divine Renovation Ministry: Vision and Parish Renewal
i. Evert discussed and summarized the seminar that they attended along with Fr. Suresh, Nadine, and Brent.
ii. Fr. Peter also provide insight of what the ministry is doing.
i) Update Communion Ministry Guideline
i. Jose mentioned that the guideline needs to be clear to the parishioners that they need to eat the host and not bring it to their pews. Communion Ministers should be aware when giving the host and cover using the purification.
ii. Evert suggested to include in the agenda for the upcoming Liturgy Meeting this January. Jose will ask Margaret to add it to the agenda.
iii. Fr. Peter will mention it during his homilies the importance of parishioners to consume the host once given and not bring it to their pews.
iv. Evert to put in the bulletin and explain that you need to eat the host once it is given.
j) Catholic School Initiative
i. William was not present so we will move this item to next month’s agenda.

6. New Pastoral items:
a) Full Communion Rites
i. Fr. Peter mentioned that if we go back to Full Communion Rites, we need to ask approval with the bishop.
ii. All council agrees that whatever we are doing right now is good and fine.
b) Feast of the Holy Child Jesus
i. Evert invited everyone in celebration of the “Feast of the Holy Child Jesus” on January 17th.
ii. Jose suggested to have a rosary and novena prayer.
c) Candlemas and Blessing of the Throat
i. Both will be celebrated during the weekend mass (January 31st and February 1st) for all 3 churches.
ii. An announcement will be put in the bulletin. Evert will send it to Debbie.
d) Christmas Exchange Program 2025 Report
i. Nadine sent the report and Evert forwarded to the council.
ii. No comments and questions were raised.
e) Parish Office Printer
i. Evert mentioned the current issue of the printer with regards to its tray basket. Debbie cannot print the upcoming bulletin because of this issue.
ii. Evert suggested that if it will not be resolved, Debbie will put a note that “weekly bulletin was not printed due to printer issue, bulletin is still available in the parish website.”
iii. Debbie suggested for a possible new printer. Evert will mention it to Brent to be discussed in the Finance Council.
f) Shrove Tuesday on February 17th
i. Richard Brennan mentioned to Evert that the Shrove Tuesday will be on February 17th. An announcement will be put in the bulletin once it’s near.

7. Finance Council Communication:
a) Mike on Medical Leave
i. George mentioned that Mike Minifie is currently on medical leave and might be back middle of January.
ii. Finance Council Meeting will be on January 22nd.

8. Faith Formation Communication
a) Nadine sent the report (See attached file). No questions from the council.

9. Written Committee Reports:
a) No committee report was submitted.

10. Comments from Fr. Suresh and Fr. Peter:
a) Fr. Peter will start a talk for a group that is experiencing grief. No date yet, but he will put it in the bulletin.
b) Evert shared the attendance in St. Dunstan’s during New Year’s Eve Mass. It was well attended so he suggests if we can have it next year.

11. Closing Prayer – Jose

Date/Time next meeting: February 12th, 2025 (Thursday), 6:00pm at Sts. John & Paul Church.

Family Faith Formation Update for Pastoral Council

1. Overview

The 2025 Faith Formation Part I season has been a tremendous success. With strong participation from children, parents, catechists, and volunteers, our parish community has continued to grow spiritually and socially. The enthusiasm and faith engagement shown by our families reflect the vitality of our program and the blessings we continue to receive as a parish.

2. 	December 21st / Immersive Nativity Event

On December 21st, we held a parish-wide Immersive Nativity Story inside the church.

Grade 8 and 9 students led the narrative, supported by younger children who beautifully portrayed the angels.
The event was followed by a lively Christmas party in the gym with a great turnout of families.

Activities included:

*   Jumping castle
*   Painting and crafting
*   Games and volleyball
*   A special visit from Santa Claus to hear the children’s Christmas wishes
*   Shared refreshments and food

This celebration was a joyful and meaningful way to conclude the 2025 Faith Formation season, strengthening both community bonds and the children’s understanding of the Christmas story.

3. 	Program Growth

Our Faith Formation Program continues to grow significantly.

Registrations on October 19th, 2025: 78 children
Registrations as of December 31st, 2025: 123 children

This steady increase highlights the trust families place in our program and the desire for faith-based formation within our parish.

We are blessed to also be welcoming new volunteers, whose willingness to serve enables us to maintain a vibrant and supportive environment for our young people.

4. 	Looking Ahead – 2026 Faith Formation Part II

Part II of the 2026 Faith Formation year begins on January 11th. Our team is prepared and excited to continue guiding the children in their spiritual journey.
Catechist Retreat

From January 30th to February 1st, our catechists will attend a retreat at Villa Madonna.  
This retreat is designed to support their own spiritual growth and renewal, strengthening their ability to serve our children with deeper faith and dedication.

First Sacrament of Reconciliation

On February 7th, Grade 2 students will celebrate their First Reconciliation.

Confirmation Preparation

Planning for the Sacrament of Confirmation is underway.  
Important details include:

*	Post‑Easter Grade 9 Retreat – a regional formation event
*	Confirmation Date: May 3rd
*	Presider: Bishop Riesberk
*	Location: St. Mary Magdalene Parish
*	Participating Parishes: St. Mary Magdalene, Holy Family Church, and Our Lady of Peace Parish
*	Number of Candidates from St. Mary Magdalene:17 students 

5. 	Conclusion

Faith Formation in 2025 was truly a blessing for our parish community. With meaningful liturgical celebrations, joyful fellowship events, a growing number of children, and dedicated catechists and volunteers, the program continues to flourish. As we prepare for Part II and the sacramental celebrations ahead, we remain deeply grateful for the ongoing support of the Pastoral Council and the entire parish community.




