


Parish Pastoral Council Meeting
Minutes
November 13, 2025 @ 5:30 p.m.

Attendance:
Council members: Fr. Suresh, Fr. Peter, Lisa Ley, Evert Garcia, William Forrestall, Irene Shannon, Sheila McCarthy, Jose Zeron, Adaobi Oneyor
Regrets: Mark Tejares, Natasha Douthwright

1. Opening Prayer and Land Acknowledgment Statement – Led by Lisa

2. November 13th, 2025 Agenda - Approved

3. Minutes of October 23rd, 2025 – Approved

4. Business Arising:
a) Committee/Ministry Liaisons’ Roles and Responsibilities:
i. Lisa reiterated about the roles and responsibilities of the liaisons for each of the committee/ministries/associations.
ii. You don't need to really be part of the committee/ministry. You just need to relay any information from council and seek information updates to them to bring to Council. Communion to Shut-ins & Sick
iii. Liturgy committee (and staff) should follow the latest version of the land acknowledgment by the first reader of each mass.
b) St. Dunstan’s 200th Anniversary:
i. Evert received the letter from Nadine, and it was written by Frances McGinn.
ii. Evert tried to reach out to Frances. George mentioned that she is currently having Alzheimer's and will not be able to help. Same goes with Miles Carpenter as the Knights of Columbus mentioned that he is currently in the York Care Center. 
iii. Evert will put in the weekly bulletin to seek for volunteers to be part of the special committee after the Christmas season.
c) Parish Registration:
i. No Updates
ii. Evert and Brent will plan to meet to discuss about the registration
d) Outreach:
i. Lisa has not met with John Dennings yet.
ii. John Dennings is still reaching out to have a meeting with regards to be part of the outreach committee.
iii. For St. Columba, Sheila knows someone and she will reach out to Lisa if she is interested. 
iv. A motion has been raised that council is not encouraging other organizations to do fundraising within the parish.
e) Kids and Homeless at St. Dunstan’s
i. Council raised a motion and approved to send the specific instruction of the latest version of the Land Acknowledgement and instructions.
ii. Gift Cards are available in the Sacristy (Parish bought this).
iii. As suggested by Fr. Suresh, Evert will ask Knights of Columbus if they can be available to be ushers or safety personnel to roam around during the mass to identify homeless persons, and usher them out nicely.
f) Parish Calendar of Activities:
i. Evert to build the calendar via Google Business Profile that has the Liturgical year, activities within the parish, etc. This will be shared to the council once done.

5. New Pastoral items:
a) Parishioners can Participate in Council Meetings with Certain Criteria
i. Fr. Peter noted that Church is not a democracy, that Fr. Suresh is the responsible party, councils are advisory boards.
ii. Council Meeting is open for parishioners who would like to discuss something to bring up to the Council.
iii. Fr. Suresh provided the by-laws from Finance Council. He will send it to Lisa and update it to be applied for the Pastoral Council.
iv. Council Meetings should be in the weekly bulletin. Evert to send it to Debbie.
b) Meeting with different Association within the Parish (KoC, CWL, CFC, The Feast)
i. Fr. Suresh would like to meet different associations within the parish even with different countries.
ii. Put it in the bulletin who are interested to meet with Fr. Suresh and Fr. Peter. Probably after Christmas.
iii. Motion: “Council will not encourage fundraising by outside groups” moved Jose seconded by William.
c) Church Vandalism at St. Dunstan’s
i. Installing Security Cameras. Richard is looking for possible cameras applicable for Regent Street Door.
ii. Fr. Suresh already reported it to the police.
iii. Richard already schedule to fix the door.
d) Parking Space in St. Dunstan’s
i. Richard proposing to make parking space the lawn behind the church (where Blessed Virgin Mary Statue).
ii. Lisa recommends to talk to the owner of the centennial building to discuss about the parking space in King Street.
iii. Finance Council have done the research and reached out to the owner. The proposal of the owner was not approved by the city council. However, at the end of the day, we will lose the parking space in the King Street side.
e) Diocese Invitation: A Day of Reflection and Celebration – December 8th
i. Evert forwarded the email to council members and mentioned to register if anyone who are interested.
ii. Evert already registered and will be attending on December 8th.
f) “Feast for Our Lady of Guadalupe and National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous People” – December 12th
i. Council raised a motion and approved to host the reception for the upcoming feast in MBFC Gym.
g) “Feast of the Holy Child Jesus” Fundraising Community Breakfast – November 23rd
i. Evert invited the council members to attend the community breakfast.
h) Joint Meeting/Christmas Celebration with Finance Council on December
i. Council agreed to have it on December 4th (Thursday), 5:30pm at Wetmore Bar & Grill in New Maryland.
ii. Evert to inform Brent and send an invitation for the Finance Council.
i) Updated Communion Ministry Guideline
i. Fr. Suresh will forward the current guideline, and council will review and check what should be revised and updated.

6. Finance Council Communication:
a) George relayed reports from the Finance Council:
i. Roof Repair has been approved and sent the signed letter to Diocese.
ii. St. Dunstan's Church windows will be repainted.
iii. Heat Pumps at Sts. John & Paul inspection. Check how much will be the cost.
iv. Cemetery Policy has been approved from Finance Council.
v. St. Columba Bell Tower has been fixed with a cost of $3,000.

7. Faith Formation Communication
a) Nadine sent the report (See attached file). No questions from the council

8. Written Committee Reports:
See attached files for the committee reports available.
a) Truth & Reconciliation
b) Communication
c) Knights of Columbus
d) Couples For Christ
e) The Feast Light-Fredericton 

9. Comments from Fr. Suresh and Fr. Peter:
a) Fr. Suresh would like to know how many people attending masses
i. St. Dunstan's: Need to bring back the counter in order to know the statistics.
b) Capital Region Resiliency Network - Fr. Suresh would like a council member to attend.
i. Lisa will attend

10. Closing Prayer – Fr. Peter

Date/Time next meeting: 
Social Meeting with Finance Council: December 4th, 2025 (Thursday), 5:30pm at Wetmore-Street Bar & Grill)
Council Meeting: January 8th, 2025 (Thursday), 5:30pm at Sts. John & Paul Church.

Family Faith Formation Update for Pastoral Council
November 13th, 2025
We are thrilled to share that our Family Faith Formation program continues to grow and flourish! We have welcomed 112 children on Sunday November 9th compared to 102 children into the program on Sunday, November 2nd — up from 78 on October 19th — and the number of participating parents has increased from 40 to 50, with more joining each week. The energy and enthusiasm are truly inspiring!
Our dedicated catechists are leading the children in prayer, scripture-based activities, and faith-filled discussions. The joy and spirit are palpable when we gather in the gym at 10:10 AM each Sunday.
On Sunday, November 2nd, Father Suresh visited the classrooms and was deeply impressed by the vibrant faith and engagement he witnessed. It was evident that the children are being guided with love and devotion from their catechist.
Both Grade 8 and Grade 9 are following two distinct, enriching programs.
Grade 8 follows a class on Sunday morning with various prayers and spiritual games as well as Alpha on Tuesday night. They have the choice to follow Alpha via Zoom or in person here in Mary Sullivan Room. There are a few candidates who show up in person to enjoy fellowship and food, some even do some painting while watching the rest of the group on TV.  
Grade 9 follows a class on Sunday night in person to do a program called Decision Point. They also have the option to follow a Sunday morning class (once a month) to study a book called YouCat. 
On November 21st, we will have a special evening with Grade 8 and 9 having an adoration and a Taizé session. This special gathering is for the youth—a safe and loving space where they can grow closer to God and to one another as they prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation.
The Confirmation candidates are radiating the fire of the Holy Spirit — their energy and commitment are a true testament to the Spirit’s presence among us.
The catechists will follow a Workshop on November 29th led by Father Suresh and Father Peter. 
We are in discussions with Sts John and Paul, through Lisa Ley, to see what program can be developed for a Children Faith Formation - Sunday class. Perhaps a once-a-month class. We are aiming for January 2026.

We are also in discussion with St. Columba, through Shelley Knox, to see which Faith Formation for Adult to take place. They tried the Little Rock Scripture Program, but it wasn’t something that most people were ready for. They are currently watching season 5 of “The Chosen” series. Everyone enjoys that and they have discussions after each episode. It was suggested that Discovery by CCO could be explored. 
We thank all families, catechists, and volunteers for making St. Dunstan’s a place where faith is alive and growing. The Holy Spirit is truly at work in our parish!




The St. Mary Magdalene Parish Truth and Reconciliation Committee (TRC) continues to meet monthly to discuss ways to raise awareness in our parish about Indigenous issues and to discern how we can participate in the Truth and Reconciliation journey.


At our November 16th meeting, we will finalize the planning for our parish celebration on December 12th, the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe, Patroness of the Americas, which is the National Day of Prayer in Solidarity with Indigenous Peoples. The format will be similar to last year. Bishop Riesbeck will be the principal presider at the Mass. Chief Polchies of St. Mary's First Nation (Sitansisk) has accepted our invitation. There will be Indigenous drumming and the Honour Song. Members of the Latin Community of Fredericton have also expressed an interest in participating.

Everyone is invited to attend. We will send invitations to the parishes in the Fredericton region. More than 100 people attended last year. We are requesting that the Parish Pastoral Council host the reception again this year with light refreshments such as cheese and crackers, chips, fruit trays and a variety of sweets plus coffee, tea and juice. Our committee will provide traditional bannock.

We express our thanks to the members of the Pastoral Council for considering our request.

Please let us know if there are any questions.

Blessings,

Beth Nicholas on behalf of the members of the TRC: 
Chris McAloon, Judy Ingram, Katie Crawford, Katherine Campbell and Graydon Nicholas




November 2025 - Communication Ministry Report to Pastoral Council:
Social Media:
· No updates. Volunteers are continuing to post important information coming from our weekly bulletins.
Live Streaming:
· Livestreaming is already ON PAUSE. We put “Out of Service” message in the bulletin.
Website Management:

· Volunteer is regularly updating our parish website upon request of anything that needs to be published there.
Created a Google Business Profile of the parish so that when you try to search for the parish, it will easily come up in the Search Results.


CFC Fredericton
         ACTIVITIES
· January  – We had our First Fruit Offering ,proceeds will be use in different  evangelization works.
· March – Had our CFC  New Brunswick 10th  year anniversary help in Saint John.
· April -  CFC members had Lenten recollection facilitated by Fr Suresh Savariraj.
· July – Theme Weekend Retreat, gathering of all CFC members in Atlantic.
-Junior Kids Camp- children aged from 4-12 years old are gathered to have a meaningful activity
· August – Answering the Cry of the Poor (ANCOP) Walk 
· September – Family Assembly- gathering all families with family activity.
Youth Power- given opportunity to the youth to serve and to entertain people in nursing homes.
· October – Start of CFC Christian Life Program in Fredericton (8 couples)
· November- Marriage Enrichment Retreat (MER)
· December – Local Planning for 2026 with the theme  “In the One, we are one”, gathering of leaders to plan for 2026.


TOTAL MEMBERSHIP – 62
        Leaders – 16
       Members – 46

CFC members serving in St. Dunstan Church
 Choir – 6
 Lector- 4
Communion Minister – 2


The Feast Light Fredericton Report
The Feast Light Fredericton is currently journeying through a powerful series entitled More Than Enough, which explores God’s surprising generosity and our role as stewards of His blessings. 
The series began with Talk 1, “God’s Vision for Money,” which challenged us to place our finances under God’s rule and see money through His eyes—not as a source of anxiety or pride, but as a tool for mission and mercy. Talk 2, “God’s Generosity,” reminded us of the abundant care of our Heavenly Father, drawing from Matthew 6 to show how God provides for the birds and the lilies—and even more so for us. 
On November 16, we will reflect on Talk 3, “God’s Manager,” which emphasizes that we’ve been promoted to stewards of God’s resources. This talk invites us to shift from ownership to faithful management, multiplying what God entrusts to us for His glory. 
The series will conclude on November 30 with Talk 4, “You Don’t Have to Tithe,” a provocative yet grace-filled message that reframes generosity not as obligation, but as overflow. We are encouraged to pray for “more than enough”—not just materially, but spiritually and relationally—so we can bless others freely.
To cap off the year, Feast Light Fredericton will hold its final gathering on December 13 at 11:30 am at the KNICOL Hall, a joyful celebration that marks both our Christmas Party and our 2nd Anniversary. It will be a day of gratitude and fellowship. We warmly invite everyone to join us. 

Number of Attendees:
October 5 – 23 (adults & kids)
October 19  - 25 (adults & kids)
Venue: Knights of Columbus Hall
Time: 12:45pm (after 11:30 am mass)



